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by other duties from discharging the delightful cares of
a nurse, she is to take my place. In general, I shall
always choose to be nurse and house-keeper myself, and
to let her do the sewing of the family; for even if
she did not sew as well as I did, yet I have always been
of opinion that mistakes or negligence in this department
of household business was less disadvantageous to domes-
tic order and comfort, than in either the care of children,
or in economical arrangements. We are so much the
creatures of habit, that if possible I shall always, if
Providence blesses me with children, devote my time
chiefly to them, and as far as I can consistently with the
comfort of those around me, have them constantly in my
presence.

TO   MISS  SUSAN  BAYARD SMITH

December 26, i8oa.

.... Since my last letter to you, I have unex-
pectedly been in a good deal of company and have seen
much more than I designed. We have dined twice at
the President's, three times at Mr. Pichons, and they
have dined twice here, four times at Mrs. Tingeys and
once at Genl. Mason's (the Island Mason). I have
drank tea out three or four times and declined several
invitations to balls. I have often gone out with the
ague, sometimes with fever on me, so much has habit
done in reconciling me to this enemy. I know that noth-
ing will keep off the fit, and may as well have it in one
place as another. I very seldom now go to bed, but sit
up, or lie down on the sopha, have a bowl of tea and a
basin by me, and then give no one further trouble, but
take my fit with the greatest sang froid.elf they will be much
